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1. NAhiE . . I i 

COMMON: 

F i r s t  African Bapt is t  Church 
AND/OR H15TORIC: 

F i r s t  African Bapt is t  Church 
2. L O C A T I O N  

S T R E E T  AN@ NUMBER: 

I of College S t r ee t  and E. Broad S t ree t  

V) OWNERSHIP I STATUS I ACCESSIBLE - - -. . - - - - 
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District Building 1 pub"c 

Public Acquisition: Occupied Y e s :  

Strusture Pri-1. In  Process Unoccupied Restr ic~ed 
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U P R E S E N T  U S E  (Check One or More a. ApproprielaJ 

3 Agricultural Government Park  Transportation Comments • 
E Commo.ci.l Industrial Private Residence Other f s p o c r f ~ )  

I- Educational Military 0 Religious 

Entenoinment Museum 0 Scientific 

OWNERS NAME I 
Virginia  Commonwealth University (Medical College of Virginia) 

S T R E E T  AND NUMBER: 
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Richm.~E!!l--.-- 

Chancerv Court. Richmond Ci tv  Hall 

Virginia  His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Report #127-167 
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ESCRIPTION 
(Chrck  One) k~:y-: - ' (Chock One) Feir (3 Dotsrioroted n Ruins 0 (Chnch Unaiposed Ono) 11 

INTEGRITY Altered  & Unolterod n I-- Moved n ~ ~ i ~ i ~ ~ l  sita r~ -- ~ 

> ~ s c n l n c  ~~ZP~ESENT AND O R I G I N A L  ( I f  knnuvnl P H V 5 1 C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

This  late-Greelc Kcvival s t ruc t r l r c  is a b r i c k  temple-form b u i l d i n g  wi th  a  
p o r t i c o  c o n t a i n i n g  two unf lu ted  Doric columns i n  a n t i s .  The s i d c s  o f  the  
b u i l d i n g  a r c  decorated w i t h  Doric pilasters framing recesscd  pane l s  which 
o r i g i n a l l y  conta ined  t a l l  s emi -c i r cu la r  archcd windows. These windows 
have becn f i l l e d  i n  and now con ta in  two l e v e l s  of r e c t a n g u l a r  windows. 
Althougl1 t h e  form of  t h e  bu i ld ing  i s  b a s i c a l l y  Greek Dor ic ,  i ts  e n t a b l a t u r e ,  
w i t h  modi l l ions  and d e n t i l s ,  i s  Roman Cor in th ian .  l'he f r i e z e  o f  the  
e n t a b l a t u r e  i s  decora ted  wi th  a  s e r i e s  o f  r o s e t t e s .  O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  church 
had a cupola  b u t  t h i s  has  been removed. Unfor tunate ly ,  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c  remains v i s i b l e  on the  i n t e r i o r  as the  aud i to r ium was 
d i v i d e d  i n t o  two f l o o r s  t o  c o n t a i n  o f f i c e s  and classrooms.  
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S P E C O F I C  D ~ T E I S I  (11 ~ p p l ~ c n b t o  ~ndKnn!unJ  1876 
r a a r s  OF SIGNIFICINCE (Chock On* or hlnro nr Appropr+a(o). 

Aboriginal Educo*ion 13 Polit:col ' o - : ~ " "  Urbon Planning fl 
P r ~ h i s t o r i ~  Engineering Rsligion/Phi- Other (SpscilyJ r?or 
t i i r tor ic  Industry n losophY -e- 
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. I .  ' [a. S I G N I F I C A N C E  -- -- 

Agriculture Invention Scisnco 

Art 9 Londscope Sculpture 

Commcrca Architecture Social/Humon 

Communications Litoroture itorion 

Conservotion Military Theater 
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Music 0 Transpo,totion 

srrr SMENT O F  SIGNIFICANCE (Include Psramaasr.  Daraa. Evonl*.  E1c.J 

D E R ~ O O  ( ~ R r c k  One  or  ore r e  Apprnprlnrr) 

Prc.Columbaon 161h Century [rj  18th Century 20th Century n 
15th Century 171h Century n 19th Century 

B u i l t  i n  1876, the African Baptist  Church housed one of the  o ldes t  Negro 
congregations i n  Virginia.  The design of the late-Greek Revival church 
echoed t h a t  of the F i r s t  Baptist  Church a t  12th S t r ee t  and Broad. The 
African Bapt i s t  Church was sold to  the Medical College of Virginia i n  
1955 and now houses o f f i ce s  and classrooms f o r  the  col lege.  
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% MAJOR DIDLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

I I . ,'--I---- 
Dulnncy, Paul S . ,  The Arcli i tccturc of  H i s t o r i c  Richmond, C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e :  

Thc Univers i ty  Press  of Virginia ,  1968. 
Richniond Timcs Dispatch,  Apri l  25, 1953; August 28, 1955. 
S c o t t ,  Mary Wingfield, Old Richmond Neighborhoods, Richmond, 1950. 
Valent ine  Museum f i l e s ,  Richmond, Virginia.  
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I March 27, 1669 V i r p i n i n  f i i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
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Ninth S t r e e t  S t a t e  Of f ice  Eui ld ina  

As the designated State Liaison Officer far the Ne- 

t ianal  Historic Preservstion Act o f  1966 (Public Law 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate th i s  property for inclusion 

Richmond 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERflFICAl ION 

I herebv certify that this  property is included in the 

Nstional Rcgi.ter' 

in  the Notional Register and cenjfy that i t  has  been 

evaluated nccording to the criteria and procehrea  s e t  

forth by the National Park Service. The recommendad 

level  of s ignif icance of this  nomination is: 

National State a Local 

I I I -- 
r l t l e  Chairman, V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  ' .  

I 
Landnarks Commission Keeper of  he N a l t m a l  Regts ter  
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Chief, Office of Archeology end ~ i s t o r t c  Preservat im 

Name D r .  Edward P. hlexanc'er 
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